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This is the first English translation of the classic work by Louis Dumont, one of the premier

anthropologists and social theorists of his generation. Dumont traces the history and distribution of

the Pramalai Kallars of south India: their culture, agricultural practices, economic and political

organization, and the collective representations embedded in their social organization and religion.

This work is particularly noteworthy as a structuralist ethnography and as the first step in Dumont's

construction of a comprehensive structuralist theory of traditional Indian society.
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The book was as advertised - virtually mint condition. But its arguments - these of course the

author's fault, not the seller's - have been widely contested by specialists in South Asian kinship and

make no sense to me.
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